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From the President
National Council of Women of New South Wales
Nola Barkl

For many years, through the institution of these Australia Day Awards, our Council has
encouraged women to undertake further studies, which eventually lead to the elevation of the
role of women in society.

The individual studies of the chosen awardees range across a wide field in accordance with the
preference of their sponsors whom I thank for their generous support. | would also thank the
respective universities for their help in nominating students who fulfill the requirements of our
criteria. The task of final selection this year has been in the hands of a team under Awards
Convener, Dr Jane Baker, whose work is much appreciated.

When you read through the profiles in this booklet, | know you will share my pleasure that we
have been able to assist eleven diligent and talented students to further their education. On
behalf of the Council, | congratulate each one on being selected to receive one of our 2014
Australia Day Awards.

It is inspiring to know that these awardees, whose achievements are already impressive, wish to
gain further knowledge with an ultimate desire to better their communities. Our very best wishes
are extended to them as they seek to reach their goals.

NCW NSW Awards Committee

The Executive of NCW NSW and the Awards Committee congratulate the young women who are
today receiving the NCW NSW 2014 Australia Day Awards. We wish them success in their future
endeavours and trust they will continue to use their intellectual and creative abilities for the
betterment of our society.

Additionally, we acknowledge not only the support of Sponsors whose financial generosity has
allowed us to recognize today the achievements of the recipients, but also the academic staff of
those institutions who have nurtured these students and have helped us in the selection process.

Awards Committee Members 2013-14
Jane Baker (Convener)
Nola Barkl, President NCW NSW (ex officio)
Carolyn Blanden
‘Tricia Blombery
Marjorie James OAM
Professor Wendy Jessup, ANZAC Research Institute (Independent Assessor)
Doreen Todd



Laura Baker
Garvan Institute of Medical Research, University of NSW

Laura graduated with first class honours in a BSc (Advanced) majoring in
Medical Microbiology and Immunology from the University of NSW in 2012
and is now a PhD student at the Garvan Institute. Both her honours thesis and
her early PhD research focus at the cellular level on the development of breast
cancer.

Her PhD project involves research into the processes that control the growth and
progression of aggressive breast cancers and aims at identifying new sub-groups
within these cancers with a view to developing new specific treatment strategies
and reducing the use of generalised non-specific treatment. Her undergraduate
record was outstanding and her supervisor sees her as a future leader in
biomedical research. She spent time as an undergraduate at the University of
British Columbia, selected as part of an International exchange programme, but
has also worked as a children’s nanny, Play Club assistant and swim school
instructor at Willoughby Leisure Centre and as an International student
volunteer, including time teaching English, at a Thai orphanage.

Her organising skills will be put to good use in 2014 as Co-President of the
organising committee for the inaugural European Molecular Biology Laboratory
(EMBL) Australia PhD Symposium.

SPONSORED BY
Catholic Women's League Australia NSW Inc.
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Jane Corless
Audiology Section, Linguistics Department,
Macquarie University

Despite her deafness, Jane was schooled at a selective school, Girraween
High School, with some help from note-takers. She spent a year on exchange
at a school in Norway under the Youth For Understanding scheme. She has
since spent further time in Norway at an integrated college for people with
and without disabilities and speaks Norwegian and Australian Sign Language
well along with some Danish and Swedish.

Jane graduated with a B Health Sciences (Hearing and Speech) from the
University of Sydney with first class honours, after which she proceeded to a
Masters of Clinical Audiology at Macquarie University. In this course, Jane
has received excellent grades as well as conducting an honours like research
study available only to selected students who achieved a minimum GPA.

Here, she used EEG techniques to determine an individual's pitch perception.
She has done so despite her very significant hearing loss in both ears due to a
condition known as Auditory Neuropathy Spectrum Disorder. This was
remediated with a cochlear implant which she received two years ago for her
right ear and a second implant to the other ear last month.

This month Jane has started the career she has long planned with the
appointment as an audiologist in South Australia.

SPONSORED BY
Women of the Peninsula
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Ashley Darrenkamp
School of Behavioural, Cognitive and Social Sciences
University of New England

Ashley graduated from Arizona State University with a BSc Women's
Studies and a minor in criminology as the first in her family to go to
university. She progressed to a Graduate Certificate in Social Science
and then a Masters of Social Work Studies, both at the University of
Queensland, and became an Australian citizen.

In her Masters studies, she had a special interest in working with women,
children and youth and with survivors of domestic and sexual violence.
She carried out support work with the Brisbane Rape and Incest Survivors
Support Centre and worked for 6 months as a community health social
worker in Ayr.

This last year, she has worked as a Child and Adolescent Mental Health
Clinician in Tamworth while maintaining her relevant professional
development and undertaking the first year of her professional research
on internet pornography and its impacts on women and children,
particularly violence against women and children.

She plans to complete her PhD in 2016 but will continue to work almost
full time to fund herself, as she has done since she was 18.

SPONSORED BY

Women NSW
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Venus Habibi
Bachelor of Design (Visual Communication), UWS

Venus was born in Kabul, the daughter of two teachers and there went to school until
Year 6. On arrival of the Taliban, girls were stopped from attending school and Venus’
mother, a geography teacher, was ‘asked’ to stop teaching. Hunger, homelessness,
fighting in the streets, bombs and gunfire, plus the threat of forced marriage for Venus
by the Taliban, caused the family to flee to Pakistan. After 15 days, they moved on to
Iran where they stayed for ten years, denied schooling, discriminated against in countless
ways including housing, even denied rental accommodation. Determined to continue her
education in some way, Venus completed an IELTS certificate through private courses.
Repeated application to the UN for humanitarian visas was eventually successful and
after a further two years, the family finally arrived in Sydney in September 2007.

With this long gap in her schooling, Venus did a bridging course for entry in year 11 at
Holroyd High School (taught in English) by passing the intensive English course test. In
2009, she completed her HSC and applied to university. In 2011, she gained entrance to
the course at UWS in Bachelor of Design (Visual Communlcatlons) Havmg completed
the 3™ year of the course with an increasingly high proportion of credits in her results,

Venus has been offered a place in the honours course for next year. Despite significant
health problems, Venus has gained casual employment throughout her tertiary studies,
from customer service in Kmart; work at the Migrant Resource Centre at Parramatta;
tutoring the driving knowledge test to Persian community members; graphic design and
photography at ICE (Information and Cultural Exchange); government community arts
organisation in Western Sydney; to photography for fashion catalogues and television
broadcasts.

SPONSORED BY
Australian Federation of Graduate Women NSW Inc. (AFGW)
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Souti Khali
Nursing School, University of Sydney

Souti graduated with a Bachelor of Medical Science from the
University of NSW majoring in Human Anatomy and Pathology in
2011.

After six months as a Claims assistant at Employers Mutual, she was
promoted to Fast Track Case Manager. During this time she raised
funds for Bondeni Maternity Clinic in Nakuru, Kenya, funding
among other things a new delivery bed. She then went to the
hospital as a volunteer for three months and returned to gain more
training and to become a qualified member of the team.

She has completed the first year of her Masters of Nursing and,
when the degree is completed, she will be a registered nurse. She is
hoping then to study midwifery in preparation for working as part of
a Heath Team in the developing world.

SPONSORED BY
Alice Arnott Oppen OAM
Founder and Chair of Women’s Plans Foundation
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Aina Musaeva
Sydney Institute for Astronomy, University of Sydney

Aina graduated B. Economics with honours from the Far Eastern State
University of Russia, despite a passion for astronomy, feeling
astrophysics offered little as a career choice in Vladivostock. She came
to Sydney and worked for three years at a variety of jobs until gaining
permanent residency.

It was then that she decided to enrol in a science degree majoring in
Physics at the University of Sydney and, after another a year of
working full time to raise the funds for further study, she progressed to
graduating with First Class Honours. During this time she was one of
two Australian students to be awarded Gemini Undergraduate Summer
Studentships to study at the Gemini South telescope in Chile.

She is now in the first year of her PhD studies, highly recommended by
her supervisors. She acts as a Senior Astronomy Guide at the Sydney
Observatory, is a past Chess Champion for Siberia and the Far Eastern
Regions of Russia, sole parent of a 7-year-old daughter and has a life
long passion for black holes, the topic of her thesis research. Aina
hopes for a career in astrophysics.

SPONSORED BY
Soroptimist International Region of NSW

Soroptimist International is global movement of women with members belonging to
over 3,000 clubs in 126 countries. Members of clubs represent a wide range of
occupations, talents and interests.

Soroptimists promote:
HUMAN RIGHTS , EQUALITY, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, PEACE

The theme ASoroptimists Educate to LeadO provides opportunities for members to
improve the lives of women and girls worldwide.

Soroptimist International Region of New South Wales is a member of the Federation
of the South West Pacific. The first club was Soroptimist International of Sydney,
chartered in 1937. There are now twelve clubs throughout New South Wales and the
Australian Capital Territory.



Alice Orchiston
PhD (Law), University of Sydney

Alice is a PhD candidate at Sydney Law School. She has overcome challenging
personal circumstances, including illness, to undertake PhD research. Alice
began her career in criminal defence law, before accepting an Australian Youth
Ambassador for Development assignment in Bangkok, Thailand, where she
spent six months working at a Thai NGO advocating for the human and labour
rights of women in the sex industry. Her work focused specifically on vulnerable
migrant workers from Myanmar.

After returning to Australia, Alice spent several years working in the community
legal sector while completing a Masters in Law (Labour Law & Relations). Most
recently she worked as a lawyer at Women's Legal Services NSW and as a
consultant to the Australian Domestic & Family Violence Clearinghouse and
Australian Human Rights Commission on violence against women issues.

Alice has additional experience as a lecturer and labour law researcher at Sydney
Law School, where she is currently a postgraduate fellow. Her PhD explores the
impact of criminal laws on the workplace rights of sex workers in Australia. She
plans to continue working in academia after completing her doctorate.

SPONSORED BY

Gilbert + Tobin
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Ingrid Potgieter
Nursing, UTS

Zonta select from nursing students who must have an interest in international
affairs, be it in international studies or overseas volunteering work.

Ingrid is enrolled in a B Nursing degree but has completed a BA in Political
Studies and a Master of International Studies When she had completed these,
she spent two and a half years as an English language teacher in South Korea
then worked for six months as programme co-manager on a women’'s health
project in the Philippines.

She then worked for two years in administrative positions for a variety of NGOs
including Medicins Sans Frontieres (MSF). Besides her studies, she is working
as a Research and Administrative assistant in the Faculty of Health at UTS and
working as a nursing assistant in a Day surgery clinic.

Her immediate ambitions when she finishes her degree are to work as a graduate
nurse in Alice Springs and then, after completion of a Tropical Nursing
Certificate at James Cook University, to combine practice nursing in Australia
with overseas work for a medical humanitarian organisation.

SPONSORED BY
The Zonta Club of Sydney

The Zonta Club of Sydney has been in operation since 1966 and is part of Zonta International,
which started in the United States in 1919. Zonta International is a global organisation of
executives and professionals working together to advance the status of women worldwide through
service and advocacy. It has nearly 30,000 members in more than 1,200 clubs in 63 countries and
geographic areas.

Zonta International seeks to provide service and advocacy at the global and local level to:

1 Improve the legal, political, economic, educational, health and professional status of
women.

I Work for the advancement of understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world
fellowship of executives in business and the professions;

1 Promote justice and universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms;

1 Be united internationally to foster high ethical standards, implement service programs,
and provide mutual support and fellowship for members who serve their communities,
their nations, and the world.

1 Zonta International, its districts and its clubs are non-sectarian and nonpartisan.



Sarah-Jane Schramm
Melanoma Genomics Research Group,
Westmead Millennium Institute for Medical Research University of
Sydney

Sarah-Jane graduated with a BSc (Advanced) in Biochemistry with first class honours
from the University of Sydney after initial study at Griffith University. She completed
her PhD at the end of 2013 and has just had her post-doc appointment renewed. Her
research has made a significant contribution to melanoma prognosis by deriving highly
innovative bioinformatics techniques for analysing complex genomic data from cancers
and using it to determine important new prognostic information.

The loss of two much loved mentors within her close family added to the financial
stresses of post graduate study leading to occasional thoughts of returning to work as a
cabin crew supervisor for Virgin Blue one of the ways she had supported herself during
her undergraduate years.

Other jobs have included a waste truck operator after the Queensland 2011 floods,
teaching assistant for children with physical and intellectual disabilities, Red Cross fund
raising assistant organising the Desperate and Dateless Ball for five years and she has
studied and performed Middle Eastern Dance styles for 18 years both locally, interstate
and overseas. She feels this pursuit has greatly enhanced her understanding of different
cultures and resulted in many lasting friendships with women from all walks of
Australian life. For her, dancing is one of only a few activities where emotional, creative,
intellectual and physical spheres are stimulated together. This wholeness makes the
experience a beautiful vehicle for ongoing self-discovery and awareness. Her journey
with dancing is certainly life-long.

SPONSORED BY
Olena Pchilka Branch of the Ukrainian Women’s Association NSW

This is a small group of Ukrainian-Australian Women who meet to maintain the
customs and culture of their country of birth. They organized an afternoon
function for NCW NSW demonstrating their traditional cuisine and their
traditional, beautiful embroidery. They then elected to apply the money raised,
topped up by individual personal donations, to sponsor a NCW NSW Australia
Day Award for a young woman working in medical research.

At this troubled time in the Ukraine, we recognize their thoughts must be with
friends and family caught up in the strife and acknowledge their generosity in
this support for a young researcher in their new home country.



Jessica Stanley
School of Chemistry, University of Sydney

Jessica graduated B Liberal Studies majoring in Chem1stry, Ancient Hlstory and
French with First Class Honours in Chemistry. She is now in the 3™ year of her
PhD studies researching novel applications of catalysis for ‘Green Chemistry”
This is a co-tutelle joint study with Ca’ Foscari University of Venice involving one
year of research in Venice.

Her work has been recognized by a variety of awards and prizes, amongst which
are one of four 2013 Royal Society of New South Wales Scholarships, a
Conference Grant and Student Fellowship from the 6th Asia Pacific Catalysis
Conference in Taiwan, and funding for her research from the Italian Government
under the Italian Ministry of Education, University and Research’s International
Cooperation Link program. She has also been awarded one of three University of
Sydney Chemical Society 2013 Le Fevre Awards for PhD students.

To accomplish all of this, in different geographic and academic areas, she has
proven to be an independent researcher of considerable skill, motivation and
initiative.

These achievements have not come easily. Jessica's home is in Armidale, so she
has relocated to Sydney for her studies, which has separated her from her family
during a difficult time in which her mother faced two separate major medical
problems. Most importantly, during a period of personal and emotional hardship,
she has conducted herself with courage, dignity and grace, and earned enormous
respect from all familiar with her circumstances.

SPONSORED BY
Sydney Mechanics School of Arts (SMSA)
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Rachael Sutton



Modern History Department, Macquarie University

Rachael has one more unit to complete her Masters by coursework in Modern History
having graduated with distinction with a BA in Media and Communications from the
University of NSW.

For more than 10 years she has been a dance teacher at the Valerie Smith Stage School
and since 2009 she has been marketing and website manager for Dancetrain magazine
but her lifelong passion is history specifically Australian History.

She was recommended for this award largely as a result of an outstanding research paper
on the relationship between the education of women (secondary, tertiary and informal)
and the pressure for women’s suffrage in late 19™ century Australia. Women’s Suffrage
was the first issue taken up by NCW NSW at its foundation in 1896 so Rachael was
researching debates and papers by our earliest members and executive like Rose Scott
and MayBanke Anderson, as well as the activities of the University Women’'s Society,
the precursor of AFGW NSW.

Beset recently by an acute anxiety disorder Rachael has had problems even getting to
university  but she benefited from the online mode of much of the teaching,
demonstrating what a bright, intelligent and committed student she is and how much she
has to offer.

CO-SPONSORED BY
Dr Maurine Goldston-Morris OAM
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| NTRODUCI NG OUR TWO NEW SPON

SYDNEY MECHANI CS SCHOOL  Offfled A Rtdl Qiche( 1S &t Ard
vocational education and made a major contribution to the colony’s economic development by
providing the first technical education in Australia for trades in 1865 and, in 1878, established the
Working Men's College. These technical classes were so successful that the School negotiated
their transfer to the colonial Government in 1883, forming the precursor to TAFE as we know it
today and, ultimately, to both the University of New South Wales and the University of
Technology, Sydney. The first women were admitted as members in August 1833, just five
months after the School’s founding, and women’s names appear in class rolls from the 1860s,
providing an alternative for women who were disenfranchised from traditional education.

Today, the School continues to operate the longest-running lending library in Australia and a
robust public program of talks, seminars and screenings which are free and open to both members
and the general public.. The School also opened the Tom Keneally Centre in 2011, forming
Thomas Keneally's living legacy to Australia and a venue for literary activities such as writing
classes, readings and author talks. The SMSA also continues to contribute to the local community
through grants, scholarships and donations to organisations including 2RPH, Julian Ashton Art
School and Dictionary of Sydney, and endowments to UWS, UTS and the University of Sydney.
The School also supports a broad range of Not-For-Profit and community organisations in the
local Sydney region including the Benjamin Andrew Footpath Library, a mobile library for the
homeless. Since colonial times, the Sydney Mechanics’ School of Arts has made a major
contribution to Sydney’s culture, industry, society and politics.

UKRAI NI AN VBOMBIS SOCI AT Il ONhe fdsE Wkrainian women's
organisation in Australia was founded in Cowra migrant’s camp in 1949. These women wished to
safeguard their Ukrainian heritage, and maintain the Ukrainian language and customs which had
been under threat for over three hundred years’ foreign occupation of their homeland. They
established a school in which Ukrainian language, history and customs were taught, held concerts
and celebrated traditional feast days. The Ukrainian children’s dance group achieved fame and
popularity.

Similar groups were formed in other migrant camps and these groups of The Alliance of
Ukrainian Women helped families as they moved out into the Australian community to preserve a
national identity, maintaining customs, language and faith. By 1951 as membership rose, and
branches had been formed in other states a National Meeting was held establishing the Ukrainian
Women's Association in Australia (UWAA) The first decision made was to send humanitarian aid
to refugees in Europe. In 1953 the UWAA joined the National Council of Women of Australia.

To become incorporated, the constitution was amended in 2011 supporting the following
principles: The UWAA is:

a non-sectarian , non party organisation. It is a non-communist organisation.

promotes the cultural, educational, and economic development of women, children and the
family as a whole.

is active in humanitarian work.

encourages women to participate in community life, both Ukrainian and Australian. It
encourages women to be politically active.

encourages establishing contact with Ukrainian women’s organisations throughout the world
encourages close contact and cooperation with Australian women'’s organisations

maintains links with the international women’s movement.

After the Chernobyl tragedy in 1986, UWAA was mobilized into action helping victims with
hundreds of parcels of medicaments, medical equipment, food, clothing and toys sent to
Ukraine.. Considerable financial support has been provided to the children’s ward in the cancer
clinic in Westmead Hospital. Current activity is supporting peaceful demonstrations in Kiev for
democracy, rule of law and human dignity.
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Nati onal Counci | of W
Australia Day Award

CRITERIA

Awardees should be free to attend the NCW NSW Australia Day Luncheon
to receive the award in person.

Awardees should be Australian women students of achievement,
particularly in their late undergraduate or postgraduate years.

The Award is to assist and encourage the awardee in her chosen discipline
in the honours year or in specific research.

The Award is to assist deserving students, not necessarily the top student
in the course.

Preference should be given to a student who has achieved good grades
throughout her course, despite being disadvantaged by illness, physical
disability, financial need, family circumstances or other hardship..

The selection process is undertaken by the faculty of the participating university
or specific body, subject to final approval by the Sponsor and the NCW NSW
Awards Committee.

Sponsors are encouraged to nominate University, Department and Course, but
may just nominate a field of research.
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Established in July 1896, the objects of the Council
are to bring together, by means of association,
voluntary bodies, societies or associations of women
and of women and men:

1 To promote sympathy of thought and purpose
among women of New South Wales

1 To uphold the social, civil and moral values and
religious freedom of the community

1 To promote the interests and advancement of
women and to secure their recognition in the
community

1 To promote such conditions of life as will assure
every family and child an opportunity for full
and free development, and to uphold the family
as the basic unit of society

1 To form a link with National Councils of Women
in other countries through the National Council
of Women of Australia Inc. and the International
Council of Women.
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