Northern Beaches Wedding Expo Pty Ltd

Planning a Northern Beaches wedding

The Northern Beaches is a magnet for young couples getting married. Surf, sun and sand, are in plentiful supply and this creates a climate of relaxation. While planning a wedding is always serious business, the key words on every couples’ lips when planning here are “relaxed”, “good value” and “individual”.

So how to plan one of the biggest days of your life in a way that balances the need for careful attention to detail with the desire for a relaxed, individual and stylish occasion? The advice which follows is the result of over twelve years in the wedding industry during which I have photographed and helped couples plan over 700 weddings. If your planning is just starting out, you may find it not only helpful but it may also help you avoid some of the pitfalls in the process.

Step One: The date & type of ceremony

Decide on a date at least a year ahead and choose your style of ceremony. Break this time rule by much, and you will sacrifice a lot of relaxation early in the planning. Saturdays and Sundays in a church remain traditional, but weekday weddings and outdoor ceremonies have never been more popular. If a wedding under the heavens is your choice, you must have a fall-back plan in case those heavens open up. And remember to book the outdoor site with your local Council to make sure of your right to exclusive use of the location. The appropriate Council contacts are listed on the Useful Information section of this website. As part of your planning of the actual day, remember to check the sunset times and the daylight saving season in NSW. These are also listed in the Useful Information section of this site.

Step Two: Select a reception venue
Choose a reception venue that reflects your sense of style and meets your budget. You quickly know whether a venue offers only a “one-size-fits-all” reception or whether there is a genuine desire to meet your needs. The 3-course-sit-down is still traditional, but more and more we are seeing the relaxed buffet or finger-food reception. Fortunately, no matter what your tastes, Northern Beaches venues have a great reputation right across Sydney. This region attracts hundreds of out-of-area couples every year because of the incredible choice of high-quality venues with ocean breezes, and great value for money.

Step Three: Visit a local wedding expo 

The wedding date, ceremony and reception venues are the cornerstones of your planning. Once these are set, you can begin to shop around for the other key services that will make up your support team. One of the most relaxed ways of meeting and choosing service providers is at one of the local wedding expos. Unlike some of the big out-of-area commercial expos, local expos enable you to meet local suppliers in a friendly and unpressured atmosphere. 

At the NBWE expos in particular, you will find good value suppliers in everything from civil celebrants, to photographers, cakes, flowers, dresses & menswear, hair & makeup, stationery, bonbonierie, room decoration, cars, fashion accessories, bridal showers, and much much more. If you are too busy to make it to an expo, surf the NBWE website…. it will save you heaps of time.

A final tip: set a realistic budget and stick to it. Don’t fall for the “bigger is better” syndrome. Enjoy the planning process, and you’re cruising to a fantastic wedding day.
SUMMARY
· Twelve months 

· Confirm wedding date.

· Decide on style & size of wedding and set a wedding budget.

· Book reception and ceremony venues

· Book celebrant or chaplain.

· Book photographers

Nine months


Book cars, music & room decorators.


If self catering, select caterer and hire company.


Consider honeymoon options


Decide on guest list and bridal party


Six months


Book wedding cake, florist, chocolates & bonbonierie suppliers.


Decide on bridal registry & honeymoon plans.


Select wedding dress and menswear

Select makeup, hair, and jewellery.


Decide on stationery items.

Three months


Send out invitations


Select wedding rings, shoes, & lingerie.


Decide on seating plan and MC arrangements.

Decide on itinerary for the day and order of proceedings for reception

Two weeks


Organise wedding rehearsal


Organise bridal showers, hens& bucks nights.


Decide on speeches.


Confirm + re-confirm everything.

Richard Alaba

NBWE Coordinator & Professional Photographer
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